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which was infinitely stronger than the whole English army in
Jamaica, they did not feel secure, and on August 29, 1793,
nearly six months before the emancipation decree of the Con-
vention, they declared slavery abolished in San Domingo, and
summoned the revolted negroes from the mountains to join
them.    They again divided their authority;   Sonthonax took
entire and supreme  charge  of the province  of the  North,
Polverel of those of the West and the South, and both prepared
to resist the invaders.   Against this imposing array of force, the
English expedition, even when reinforced, could  make but
little head.   Colonel Whitelocke occupied the Mole St. Nicolas,
Leogane and Cap Tiburon, and in February, 1794, Major Brent
Spencer stormed Fort L'Aeul.    These successes on the coast
hardly affected the authority of the French commissioners;
very few French colonists or mulattoes joined the invaders;
the English troops were decimated by yellow fever, and any
attempt to penetrate into the interior would have ended in
disaster     Brigadier-General Whyte took  Port-au-Prince on
May 31, 1794, but his success did not bring the reduction of
the colony any nearer.    The French soldiers, under General
Laveaux, established themselves  at Jacmel;  the  mulattoes
were organized by one of their own birth, Rigaud, who proved
himself an able guerilla chieftain, and harassed the English
outposts  and cut  off their  communications;  and the more
civilized of the revolted negroes, such as Touissaint Louverture,
came down from the mountains and took service under the
tricolour flag on hearing that the Convention had abolished
slavery.    In the midst of their successful resistance to the
English, Sonthonax and Polverel, whose vigour and energy
resembled that of the representatives on mission in France, as
did their republican sentiments, despotic administration, and
frothy proclamations, were recalled    It was not forgotten that
it was through the influence of Brissot that they had been
nominated to San Domingo, and the friendship of Brissot, as
the political chief of the  Girondin party, was a cause for
proscription during the Reign of Terror.     On their return
they were thrown into prison, where Polverel died; and after